
 

CLARKE, Stanley Fenn 

 Death Sunday11th January 1920 

Royal Artillery Honourable Artillery Company Reserve Battery Territorial Force Regiment 

No: 628495  

Rank: Gunner  

Aged 32 

He was a farmer at Pantile Farm, Abberton, who committed suicide with a double barrelled shotgun in 1920, 

while "temporarily insane". ( Essex County Telegraph February 1920). He had been invalided out of the Army 

in August 1917 with neurothasthenia or "shell shock". He left a widow, Mrs Winifred  M. Clarke. He was the 

son of the late William & Charlotte Clarke. He had enlisted 24
th
 November 1916. 

A card index on the service of members of the Honourable Artillery Company during the First World War 

shows that Driver Stanley Fenn Clarke was admitted to the HAC on 27 November 1916. His original regimental 

number was 9504, later changed to 625495 (not 628495 as shown on WO/372/4), and he was posted to the HAC 

Reserve Battery on 17 March 1917. His address in the vellum admission book was 127 Etchingham Park Road, 

Finchley, N. 

 

 He is not in the Rolls of Honour appended to The Honourable Artillery Company in the Great War, 1914-19, 

edited by G. Gould Walker (London: Seeley, Service, 1930). This book contains further information on the 

HAC batteries and can be obtained through interlibrary loan at a reference library. 



Honourable Artillery Company The HAC also provided infantry units:  “A” (1st City of London Horse Artillery 

Battery) HAC Battery HQ was at Armoury House in the City of London and was allocated as artillery support to 

the London Mounted Brigade. In 1914 the Battery was split into 1st/A and 2nd/A. 1st/A served in the UK from 

1914 to 1915 as part of the 2nd Brigade RHA TF with 1st/B and the Berkshire and Nottinghamshire batteries, 

before going to Egypt in 1915 where it left this Brigade to form the 1st Brigade RHA TF (with 1st/B), serving in 

the Middle East until 1918. 2nd/A served in the UK until 1917 when it went to France, serving until the end of 

the war along with 2nd/B as part of the 126th Army Brigade RFA. 

RHA was responsible for light, mobile guns that provided firepower in support of the cavalry. It is the senior 

arm of the artillery. In 1914 the establishment was one battery to each Brigade of Cavalry. A battery had six 13-

pounder field guns, and included 5 officers and 200 men. The battery had in addition 228 horses. The original 

BEF included only one Division of Cavalry, of 4 Brigades, and thus it had four batteries RHA, which were 

organised into two Brigades. 

The Territorials were formed from a nucleus of the Essex Yeomanry. Battery HQ was at Market Road, 

Chelmsford, with sections at Chelmsford, Colchester and Ingatestone. The ammunition column was divided 

between Colchester and Chelmsford. The unit was allocated as artillery support to the Eastern Mounted Brigade 

The battery was duplicated in 1914, forming 1/1st and 2/1st Essex Batteries.  

1/1st served to 1915 in the UK before proceeding to the Middle East where it spent the rest of the war, initially 

as part of the 263rd Brigade RFA with the Hampshire and West Riding Batteries. In 1917 the battery transferred 

to the 20th Brigade RHA TF which was the artillery support of the 7th Mounted Brigade.  

2/1st served in the UK to 1916 before being sent to France for the rest of the war as part of the 298th Brigade 

RFA. 

  

1914 - 1920 War Medal, 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Silver war badge. Awarded to personnel invalided from the Services. 



By 1914 British doctors working in military hospitals noticed patients suffering from "shell shock". Early 

symptoms included tiredness, irritability, giddiness, lack of concentration and headaches. Eventually the men 

suffered mental breakdowns making it impossible for them to remain in the Front-line. Some came to the 

conclusion that the soldiers condition was caused by the enemy's heavy artillery. These doctors argued that a 

bursting shell creates a vacuum, and when the air rushes into this vacuum it disturbs the cerebro-spinal fluid and 

this can upset the working of the brain. Some doctors argued that the only cure for shell-shock was a complete 

rest away from the fighting. If you were an officer you were likely to be sent back home to recuperate. However, 

the army was less sympathetic to ordinary soldiers with shell-shock. Some senior officers took the view that 

these men were cowards who were trying to get out of fighting. Between 1914 and 1918 the British Army 

identified 80,000 men (2% of those who saw active service) as suffering from shell-shock. 

**********************************************************  

These pages are dedicated to the memory of the Fallen from the two World Wars, who lived in Abberton & 
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The First World War (1914-18) Five HAC batteries served overseas during the First World War. The two horse 

artillery batteries, A and B Battery HAC, equipped with Erhardt 15-pdr quick-firing guns, were brought up to 

war strength in August 1914 and became part of the 2nd Mounted Division in September. In April 1915 the 2nd 

Mounted Division sailed for Egypt , the artillery being sent to guard the Suez Canal soon after arrival in 

Alexandria . B Battery went to reinforce the garrison at Aden in June 1915 following a sudden invasion by 

Turkish forces. It returned to the Suez Canal in September after the Turks were driven back from Aden . A 

Battery went to Mersa Matruh in December 1915 to reinforce the Western Desert Force that was fighting against 

the Senussi. A successful action was fought at Hazalin near Bir Shola in January 1916. From March to August 

1916 both A and B Battery were again stationed at the Suez Canal . They joined the Australian Mounted 

Division and marched across the Sinai Desert to Palestine in August 1916. B Battery in January 1917 

participated in a raid on Turkish forces at Rafa. Both Batteries fought in the battles of Gaza , the capture of 

Beersheba , and the advance on Jerusalem . In October 1918 they advanced with the cavalry to Damascus . A 

Battery exchanged its 15-pdr guns for four 18-pdr quick-firing guns in 1916, which were then replaced by 13-

pdr guns toward the close of the following year. B Battery was issued with 13-pdr guns in 1915. Two second 

line horse-artillery batteries, 2/A and 2/B Battery HAC, were formed in September 1914. They left for France in 

June 1917 as part of the 126th Brigade Royal Field Artillery and were equipped with 18-pdr quick-firing guns. 

Service on the Passchendaele front was followed by a move south. The batteries took part in the final offensive 

on the Western Front, arriving at Mons on the day of the Armistice, and then became part of the Army of 

Occupation in Cologne . The 309th (HAC) Siege Battery was raised in November 1916 and went overseas to 

France in April 1917. It was originally equipped with four 6-inch howitzers, later gaining an additional two 

howitzers. The Battery fought in the third Battle of Ypres and throughout the Passchendaele offensive. Caught 

up in the retreat of March 1918, it subsequently crossed the Hindenburg Line and ended the war north of Le 

Cateau near Cambrai. The Inter-war Period In 1924 the artillery division of the HAC was granted the privilege 

of firing Royal Salutes at the Tower of London , after the regular Royal Artillery detachment stationed there was 

disbanded. Since 1973 the Regimental Colonel of the HAC has been the Master Gunner within the Tower, a 

post revived in 1931. Before that date the appointment of Master Gunner within the Tower was reserved for the 

senior artillery officer of the Company. 

 


